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SUMMARY. 

1. A period of increased mortality from pulmonary tuberculosis 
is definitely indicated in the United States during the period 1915- 
1918. In some States, notably Massachusetts, this wave was quite 
marked and its magnitude exceeded previously recorded variations 
of a periodic nature when the trend is taken into account. 

2. The rates for 1921 are so far below the trend line, as estab- 
lished by preceding years, in most of the States for which sufficient 
data are available and for the 10 "original" registration States as a 
whole, that the decline since 1919 or 1920 appears definitely to be 
unusual. 

3. When the effect of the influenza epidemics in 1918-19 and 1920, 
in apparently or actually increasing the pulmonary tuberculosis 
death rate in those years, is taken into account, the wave of in- 
creased mortality is more accurately described as beginning in 1915 
or 1916, reaching its crest in 1917, and beginning to decline well 
before the major influenza epidemics occurred. This "wave" oc- 
curred in European countries also, but began earlier than in the 
United States, reached a much greater magnitude, and subsided 
later. The possibility of an association between the "wave" as it 
appeared in the United States and the unfavorable economic con- 
ditions in 1914 and 1915 has been suggested. 

4. Whether or not a new direction or trend of mortality from this 
disease began about 1918 can not be ascertained until a considerable 
period of years has elapsed and the magnitude of the shorter periodic 
variations has been determined. 

5. There are indications that a low point has been temporarily 
reached in mortality from pulmonary tuberculosis in the United 
States and that either the recent rapid decline will be arrested or an 
actual increase — possibly another upward variation — will take place. 
In other words, we may be in the ''trough" of a periodic "wave." 



DEATHS DURING WEEK ENDED NOVEMBER 4, 1922. 

Summary of information received by telegraph from industrial insurance companies for 
week ended November 4, 1922, and corresponding week 1921. {From the Weekly Health 
Index, November 7, 1922, issued by the Bureau of the Census, Department of Commerce.) 

Week ended Corresponding 
Nov. 4, 1922. week 1921. 

Policies in force 51,100,523 48,140,310 

Number of death claims 8,367 7,921 

Death claims per 1,000 policies in force, annual rate 8.5 8.6 
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Deaths from all causes in certain large cities of the United States during the week ended 
November 4, 1922, infant mortality, annual death rate, and comparison with correspond- 
ing week of 1921. (From the Weekly Health Index, November 7, 1922, issued by the 
Bureau of the Census, Department of Commerce.) 
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Corre- 
sponding 
week 
1921. 


tality 
rate, 
week 
ended 
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27,633,127 


6,468 


12.2 


11.7 
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3 208, 435 
116,223 
220,047 
762, 222 
191,017 
764,017 

3 143, 555 
528, 163 
110,944 
121, 915 

2,833,288 
404,865 
854,565 
253,455 
171,974 
161,824 
267,591 

3 993,678 
120,790 
114, 717 
143,572 
150,087 
333,257 
305, 911 
343,988 
634,866 
256,877 
114,423 
167,862 
476,603 
400,970 
122,832 
127,542 
169,987 
399, 616 

5,839,746 
809,536 

2,117,164 

2,271,888 
516,757 
124, 401 
431,792 
124,915 
233,279 
200,739 
138,521 

1,894,500 
607,902 
269,240 
241,011 
178,365 
311,548 
795,008 
239,836 
123, 918 
178,056 
529,792 
104,445 
140,052 
181,012 
260,717 
125,075 
3 437,571 
115,568 
188,449 
105,422 
144, 970 
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61 
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15.5 
15.3 
15.2 
15.0 
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11.0 
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11.9 
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12.9 
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12.2 
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13.1 
16.6 
13.6 
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14.4 
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7 
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53 


Albany, N. Y 


67 








82 








80 


Bridgeport, Conn 


25 


Buffalo, N. Y 


59 




73 


Camden, N.J 


122 


Chicago, 111 




Cincinnati, Ohio. . . 


60 


Cleveland, Ohio 


64 


Columbus, Ohio 


53 


Dallas, Tex... 




Dayton, Ohio 


102 


Denver, Colo.. 




Detroit, Mich 


94 


Fall River, Mass 


98 


Fort Worth, Tex... 




Grand Rapids, Mich 


17 


Houston, Tex .... 




Indianapolis, Ind 


iii 


Jersey City, N.J 


102 


Kansas City, Mo.. 




Los Angeles, Calif 


91 


Louisville, Ky . . . 


119 


Lowell, Mass.. 


67 


Memphis, Tenn 




Milwaukee, Wis 


29 


Minneapolis, Minn 


66 


Nashville, Tenn. 




New Bedford, Mass 


45 


New Haven, Conn.. 


12 


New Orleans, La . . . 




New York, N. Y 


59 


Bronx Borough.. .. 


44 


Brooklyn Borough . 


43 


Manhattan Borough . 


79 


Queens Borough 


54 


Richmond Borough 


37 


Newark, N. J... 


27 


Norfolk, Va . . . 





Oakland, Calif 


76 


Omaha, Nebr. . . 


75 


Paterson, N. J. . 


62 


Philadelphia, Pa... 


87 


Pittsburgh, Pa 


77 


Portland, Oreg.... 


20 


Providence, R. I 


87 


Richmond, Va.. . 


73 


Rochester, N. Y 


69 


St. Louis, Mo 




St. Paul, Minn 


56 


Salt Lake City, Utah... 


75 


San Antonio, Tex . . 




San Francisco, Calif 


13.9 
16.5 

8.1 
12.6 
14.6 
12.7 
13.8 

9.7 
11.6 
10.6 
11.9 




52 


Spokane, Wash 


5 
3 
5 
6 
6 
8 
3 
4 
2 
7 


85 


Springfield, Mass 


45 


Syracuse. N. Y 


48 


■Toledo, Ohio 


88 


Trenton, N.J 


15 


Washington, D. C 


86 


Wilmington, Del 


117 


Worcester, Mass 


54 


Yonkers, N. Y 


83 




79 







1 Annual rate per 1,000 population. 

2 Deaths under 1 year per 1,000 births— an annual rate based on deaths under 1 year for the week and 
estimated births for 1921. Cities left blank are not in the registration area for births. 

s Enumerated population Jan. 1, 1920. 
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